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ABSTRACT 
The objective of this research is to find out whether or not the application of 
Communicative Language Teaching method is effective in developing 
speaking skill of the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palu. The 
researcher applied a pre-experimental research design. The population of this 
research was the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palu. The sample 
of this research was taken by applying purposive sampling technique in which 
class XI IPA 1 consisting of 23 students as the subject of this research. The 
result of the tests show that the mean score of pre-test is 36.81 and the mean 
score of the post-test is 66.70. The results of the analysis show that t-counted 
value is 16.3 and t-table value is 1.717. The result of the data analysis indicates 
that the t-counted value is higher than t-table value. In conclusion, the 
application of Communicative Language Teaching method is effective in 
developing speaking skill of the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 
Palu. 
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Accuracy, and Comprehensibility. 
 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mencari tahu apakah pengaplikasian 
metode Communicative Language Teaching efektip dalam mengembangkan 
kemampuan berbicara siswa-siswa kelas sebelas di SMA Negeri 9 Palu. 
Peneliti mengaplikasikan model penelitian pre-experimental. Populasi dari 
penelitian ini adalah siswa-siswa kelas sebelas di SMA Negeri 9 Palu. Sampel 
dari penelitian ini diambil dengan mengaplikasikan teknik purpovive 
sampling di kelas XI IPA 1 yang berjumlah 23 siswa sebagai objek dari 
penelitian ini. Hasil tes menunjukan bahwa nilai rata-rata pre-test adalah 
36.81 dan nilai rata-rata post-test adalah 66.70. Hasil dari analisis 
menunjukan bahwa nilai t-counted adalah 16.3 dan t-table adalah 1.717. Hasil 
dari analisis mengindikasikan bahwa nilai t-counted lebih besar dari nilai t-
table. Kesimpulannya, pengaplikasian metode Communicative Language 
Teaching efektip dalam megembangkan kemampuan berbicara siswa kelas 
sebelas di SMA Negeri 9 Palu. 
 
Kata Kunci: Kemampuan berbicara; Communicative Language Teaching; 
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INTRODUCTION  
 Speaking has an important role in communication. It enables the students to share 
their ideas or opinions directly. This means students speak more frequently than write to 
reveal their intention. From all of the language skill in language learning, speaking is 
considered as the most important skill to be mastered. The success is measured in terms of 
the ability of students to carry out the conversation as an interactive process of constructing 
meaning that involves producing, receiving, and processing information. Then they can give 
the ideas and exchange the information with others. 
The general objective of teaching speaking at Senior High School is to make the 
students enable to communicate the language. In this case, the students are expected to 
master all language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and language 
components (vocabulary, structure, and pronunciation) integratedly. The speaking ability is 
the ability to understand and produce text in written and oral form which is realized into 
four language skills namely listening, speaking, reading and writing integratedly to achieve 
the informational level (Standar Isi, Standar Kompetensi dan Kompetensi Dasar SMA/MA, 
2006:126). Based on the statement, the objective in teaching speaking especially for Senior 
High School is that the learners are expected to be able to use literally and orally and 
understand English for communication. The students are also expected to achieve the 
informational level because they will be prepared to continue their education in university 
level. 
By using an appropriate strategy, the students can enjoy the teaching process. It is the 
role of the teacher to choose the appropriate strategy of teaching. The teacher have to apply 
the various teaching method to help the students to be able to speak since speaking skill is 
the main emphasis in the teaching of English language. 
Before deciding to conduct the research in Senior High School level, the researcher 
conducted the PLP (Pengenalan Lapangan Persekolahan) program in SMA Negeri 9 Palu 
on October 2017. In this school, the researcher did the observation and the teaching 
practice. Along the activities, the researcher found some problems of the students in 
learning English. The problem faced by the eleventh grade students at SMA Negeri 9 Palu 
was that the ability of students in speaking is still low. The students’ difficulties occurred 
when they spoke English. It was caused by their limitation in mastering the component of 
speaking especially fluency and accuracy. In speaking class activity, the students were not 
able to spoke fluently. It seems like they confused to produce the words. Even if some 
students were able to spoke fluently, but they cannot produce the words accurately. They 
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also have a little chance to practice their speaking either in the class or out of the class. It is 
because of the students’ habit in using Bahasa Indonesia and also their mother tongue 
during the class. 
The researcher is interested in conducting this research because speaking skill is the 
skill that students have to develop in learning English. In this era, the competence to speak 
English is much more important than knowing just the structure of the sentence. So that the 
researcher wants to find out if the speaking skill of the eleventh grade students at SMA 
Negeri 9 Palu can be developed through Communicative Language Teaching method. 
There are many methods in the term of communicative approach that teacher can apply 
in teaching speaking. The methods are like communicative language teaching, the natural 
approach, cooperative language learning, content-based instruction, task-based language 
teaching, and the post-methods era. The researcher is interested in looking at one of those 
methods to develop the students speaking skill, which is Communicative Language 
Teaching (CLT). The researcher expects that through CLT, students’ speaking skill can be 
stimulated. 
Students’ speaking problem can be solved by giving a lot of chance to them for 
practicing English either in the classroom or out of the classroom. In addition, teaching 
speaking should be more interested in order to motivate the students in the process of 
learning. One of the methods that might be effective in developing students’ speaking skill 
is Communicative Language Teaching (CLT). 
In language teaching, CLT emphasizes to the communicative competence. Richards 
(2006) explains that Communicative Language Teaching can be understood as a set of 
principles about the goals of language teaching, how learners learn a language, the kinds of 
classroom activities that best facilitate learning, and the roles of teacher and learners in the 
classroom. CLT can solve the problems faced in the speaking class activities. Students have 
to use the opportunity to express their opinions and feelings and to get some information 
and teachers have to make a situation which can involve students in real communication. 
Based on the argument, the researcher conducted the research to develop speaking skill 
of the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palu through the Application of 
Communicative Language Teaching. In this case, the researcher selected the role play 
conversation as the technique in the application of Communicative Language Teaching. 
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RESEARCH METHOD 
In this research, the study applied pre-experimental research design. In this class, the 
researcher gave the pre-test before the treatment and post-test after the treatment. The pre-
test was conducted in order to measure students’ speaking skill before giving the treatment. 
After the treatment, the researcher gave the post-test in order to measure the effectiveness of 
the treatment. The research design that applied in this research was proposed by Cohen, 
Manion, and Morrison (2005:212) as follows: 
O1       X       O2 
Where : 
 O1 : Pre-test 
 X : Treatment 
 O2 : Post-test 
 
Population is needed by every researcher when conducting research. Best and Khan 
(2006:13) define, “a population is any group of individuals that has one or more 
characteristics in common and that are of interest to the researcher”. The population of this 
research was the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palu. It consisted of 5 classes as 
presented in table 1. 
Table1The Distribution of Population 
No. Class Male Female Number of Students 
1 XI IPA 1 5 17 23 
2 XI IPA 2 5 17 22 
3 XI IPS 1 9 11 20 
4 XI IPS 2 10 12 22 
5 XI IPS 3 10 12 22 
Total 39 69 109 
 
Sample is a portion of population having certain characteristics or condition that is 
going to be measured. The Small group that is observed called a sample (Ary, Jacobs, and 
Sorensen, 2010:148). The sample of this research was taken through purposive sampling 
technique. In this research, the study selected XI IPA 1 as the sample of this research 
because this class has the characteristics to be the sample. The characteristic that the 
researcher found was the students’ weakness in producing words in the class room. This 
class was the most appropriate class, compared with another class of the eleventh grade 
students. The dependent variable is students’ speaking skill while the independent variable 
is Communicative Language Teaching. 
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In collecting the data, the research instrument used a test as the instrument of the 
research. The test consisted of pre-test and post-test. Pre-test was used to measure students’ 
ability in speaking before the treatment, while post-test was given after the treatment. The 
treatment was conducted in six meetings. Time allocation for each meeting was 2x45 
minutes. The researcher gave role play situation to the students relating to the material on 
the syllabus. The topics were like expression of love, expression of sorrow, expression of 
attention, expression of embarrassment, expression of anger, and expression of annoyance. 
The researcher recorded all of the students’ voices to get accurate scores, both in pre-test 
and post-test. 
Furthermore, the researcher used the scoring system adapted from Kementrian 
Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan Republik Indonesia (2016:20). Based on the scope of the 
research, the scoring system goes from 1 up to 4 at each scope. Therefore, the maximum 
score was sixteen. It was gotten from the score of scope which consists of four scopes, they 
are pronunciation, grammar, comprehension, and fluency. The researcher used statistic to 
analyze the data. It was used to analyze the result of the test instrument (pretest and 
posttest). The researcher used the formula proposed by Arikunto (2002 and 2006) in 
calculating the individual score of the students, the mean score, the sum of mean deviation, 
the sum of square deviation, and the t-counted value. First, the researcher calculated the 
individual score of each student. Second, after getting the students’ individual score, the 
researcher counted the mean score individually. Third, the researcher counted the sum of 
mean deviation. Fourth, the researcher counted the sum of square deviation. Afterward, the 
researcher calculated the value of t-counted to see the significant difference between the mean 
score of the pre-test and post-test. 
 
FINDINGS 
In presenting the data, the researcher analyzed the data taken from pre-test and post-
test. It means that the data collection of the research was in form of numeric data. Pre-test 
was conducted in order to know the student’s prior speaking skill before they got the 
treatment. After the pre-test, the researcher conducted the treatment by applying 
Communicative Language Teaching in six meetings to the students. After finishing six 
meetings, the post-test was conducted in order to find out the progress of students’ speaking 
ability after the treatment. Furthermore, the purpose of the post-test was to compare the 
result of the students’ achievement in speaking skill between pre-test and post-test. The 
result of the pre-test is presented on table 2. 
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Table2 The Result of the Pre-Test 
No Initials 
Max. 
Score 
Rater 1 Rater 2 Difference 
Obtain 
score 
1. AF 16 4 4 0 25 
2. A 16 5 4 1 28.12 
3. MAN 16 4 4 0 25 
4. RR 16 4 4 0 25 
5. RW 16 11 10 1 65.62 
6. A 16 4 4 0 25 
7. EP 16 5 4 1 28.12 
8. ER 16 8 7 1 46.87 
9. HDL 16 7 8 1 46.87 
10. IS 16 12 11 1 71.87 
11. JF 16 6 7 1 40.62 
12. KK 16 4 4 0 25 
13. MA 16 5 4 1 28.12 
14. NH 16 6 5 1 34.37 
15. NWAK 16 7 6 1 40.62 
16. PR 16 8 7 1 46.87 
17. S 16 5 4 1 28.12 
18. V 16 7 6 1 40.62 
19. WA 16 8 7 1 46.87 
20. WA 16 4 4 0 25 
21. Y 16 8 7 1 46.87 
22. YA 16 5 4 1 28.12 
23. NA 16 5 4 1 28.12 
Total Score (∑x) 846.79 
Mean Score (M) 36.81 
Maximum Score 71.87 
Minimum Score 25 
Median 28.12 
Mode 25/28.12 
 
After looking at the list of the pre-test scores, it can be seen that the highest score of 
the pre-test is 71.87 and the lowest one is 25. To find out the t-test value in order to prove 
whether the application of Communicative Language Teaching is effective or not to develop 
students’ speaking skill, the researcher used formula stated on the previous chapter to find 
out the mean score of students’ pre-test. The mean score of students’ pre-test is 36.81. The 
score shows that the ability of students in speaking was relatively low before getting the 
treatment. Meanwhile, the result of post-test is presented on table 3. 
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Table3 The Result of the Post-Test 
No Initials 
Max. 
Score 
Rater 1 Rater 2 Difference 
Obtain 
score 
1. AF 16 7 8 1 46.87 
2. A 16 10 11 1 65.62 
3. MAN 16 7 7 0 43.73 
4. RR 16 9 10 1 59.37 
5. RW 16 12 12 0 75 
6. A 16 9 10 1 59.37 
7. EP 16 10 9 1 59.37 
8. ER 16 13 12 1 78.12 
9. HDL 16 13 13 0 81.25 
10. IS 16 14 14 0 87.5 
11. JF 16 11 12 1 71.87 
12. KK 16 9 8 1 53.12 
13. MA 16 12 10 2 68.75 
14. NH 16 12 11 1 71.87 
15. NWAK 16 13 13 0 81.25 
16. PR 16 13 13 0 81.25 
17. S 16 10 9 1 59.37 
18. V 16 13 12 1 78.12 
19. WA 16 11 10 1 65.62 
20. WA 16 8 8 0 50 
21. Y 16 11 10 1 65.62 
22. YA 16 10 11 1 65.62 
23. NA 16 11 10 1 65.62 
Total Score (∑x) 1534.3 
Mean Score (M) 66.70 
Maximum Score 87.5 
Minimum Score 43.75 
Median 65.62 
Mode 65.62 
 
As shown on the table above, the highest score of the post-test is 87.5 and the lowest 
one is 43.75. To compute the mean of students’ speaking scores on post-test, the researcher 
used the same formula as one used in the pre-test. The mean score of students’ speaking 
score for post-test is 66.70. It confirm that there is a significant progress of the students’ 
score after getting the treatment which is from 36.81 on pre-test become 66.70 on post-test. 
Moreover, the researcher calculated the mean deviation and square deviation. It would be 
done after looking for the sum deviation of students’ score firstly by analyzing student’s 
individual score in post-test minus student’s in pre-test.  It is shown on table 4. 
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Table4 The Deviation Score of Pre-Test and Post-Test 
No. Initials 
Standard Score 
Deviation (d) 
Square 
Deviation (d2) Pre-Test Post-Test 
1. AF 25 46.87 21.87 478.29 
2. A 28.12 65.62 37.5 1406.25 
3. MAN 25 43.75 18.75 351.56 
4. RR 25 25 34.37 1181.29 
5. RW 65.62 75 9.38 87.98 
6. A 25 59.37 34.37 1181.29 
7. EP 28.12 59.37 31.25 976.56 
8. ER 46.87 78.12 31.25 976.56 
9. HDL 46.87 81.25 34.38 1181.98 
10. IS 71.87 87.5 15.63 224.29 
11. JF 40.62 71.87 31.25 976.56 
12. KK 25 53.12 28.12 790.73 
13. MA 28.12 68.75 40.63 1650.79 
14. NH 34.37 71.87 37.5 1406.25 
15. NWAK 40.62 81.25 40.63 1650.79 
16. PR 46.87 81.25 34.38 1181.98 
17. S 28.12 59.37 31.25 976.56 
18. V 40.62 78.12 37.5 1406.25 
19. WA 46.87 65.62 18.75 351.56 
20. WA 25 50 25 625 
21. Y 46.87 65.62 18.75 351.56 
22. YA 28.12 65.62 37.5 1406.25 
23. NA 28.12 65.62 37.5 1406.25 
Total 687.51 22246.58 
 
The table confirms that the highest deviation (d) score is 40.63 and the lowest one is 
9.38. For the square deviation (d2), the highest score is 1650.79 and the lowest one is 87.98. 
The total score of students’ deviation is 687.51while the total score of students’ square 
deviation is 22246.58. 
After gathering all the data of students’ pre-test and post, the researcher counted the 
mean score of deviation and square deviation. The researcher found that the mean score of 
deviation is 29.89 and the sum of square deviation is 1695.72. Furthermore, the researcher 
calculated the value of t-counted by using t-test formula as proposed by Arikunto (2002) to see 
the significant difference between pre-test and post-test. By applying the t-test formula, the 
researcher found that the t-counted value is 16.3. 
Afterwards, the researcher compared the value of t-counted to the value of t-table in 
order to find out the significant difference between pre-test and post-test. By applying N-
1=23-1=22 degree of freedom (df) and 0.05 level of significance of one tailed of test, the 
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researcher found that the t-table value is 1.717. It shows that the t-counted value (16.3) is higher 
than t-table value (1.717). It means that the research hypothesis is accepted because the value 
of t-counted is higher than the value of t-table. In the other words, the application of 
Communicative Language Teaching is effective in developing speaking skill of the eleventh 
grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palu. 
DISCUSSION 
The objective of this research is to find out whether or not the application of 
Communicative Language Teaching is effective in developing speaking skill to the eleventh 
grade students of SMA Negeri 9 Palu. The researcher focused on fluency, accuracy, and 
comprehensibility because these components become the problem faced by the students. 
The result of this research found that students’ speaking skill improved in each aspect. In 
the fluency, almost all of the students spoke with a normal rate, not too fast and not too 
slow. The students were no more repeated the words they said. About the accuracy, students 
made little mistakes to practice their speaking especially for pronunciation and grammar. In 
the speaking practice, the students spoke to one another clearly and understandable. It 
indicates that comprehensibility was also improved after conducting this research. 
In collecting the data, the researcher used tests. They were pre-test and post-test. The 
test given in the pre-test was the same test in the post-test. The researcher gave a test in 
form of role play situation. The researcher asked the students to choose one of the 
situations, compose it into a good dialogue, and practice it in front of the class. During the 
test, the researcher recorded all of students’ voice, while performed in front of the class.  
In the research process, the researcher gave the pre-test in order to measure the 
students’ ability before they got the treatment. In the pre-test almost all of the students got 
poor score on their fluency, accuracy, and comprehensibility. It indicates that the students 
were not able to speak well. There were some factors that influence the students to speak 
English. First, students were not interested and motivated in learning English. Second, they 
had lack of vocabularies. Third, they were not confident to speak English directly with their 
English teacher and their classmates. Fourth, students were afraid of making mistakes in 
speaking English. And the last, they rarely practice to speak English. It means that they 
need more chance to practice it. The result of analysis shows that none of students got the 
maximum score. The highest score was 71.87 and the lowest one was 25, where the mean 
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score of pre-test was 36.81. It indicates that the ability of the eleventh grade students at 
SMA Negeri 9 Palu was quite low before getting the treatment. 
The researcher applied CLT for six meeting in the treatment. During the treatment 
the researcher also applied some steps in conducting CLT chronologically. First steps was 
formed the students into groups. Every group consists of two or three students based on the 
number of the character in the dialogue. After that, the researcher shared the dialogue to the 
students. The researcher gave different dialogue for every meeting. The situations were also 
different based on the material on the syllabus. Then, explained the related vocabularies. 
Before the students performed in front of the class, the researcher firstly explained the 
related vocabularies of each dialogue in every meeting. And the last step was performance. 
Soon after the students understood, the researcher told the students to perform the dialogue 
in front of the class. During the performance, the researcher corrected the mistakes 
happened directly. 
After doing the treatment, the researcher conducted the post-test. The researcher 
gave the similar test in the pre-test. Post-test was used to measure the students’ achievement 
after getting the treatment. The students’ mean score on the post-test have increased. The 
highest score of the students’ in post-test was 87.5 and the lowest one is 43.75, where the 
mean score was increased to 66.70. It means that the students’ speaking skills were 
developed by applying CLT. 
CONCLUSION 
 Based on the research findings and discussion of this research, it is concluded that 
the application of Communicative Language Teaching is effective in developing speaking 
skill of the eleventh grade students at SMA Negeri 9 Palu. It is proved by the value of t-
counted (16.3) is greater than t-table (1.717) and it means that the hypothesis of this 
research is accepted. Besides, the application of CLT has some strength in teaching 
speaking. First, the students can freely and confidently speak up without any feeling 
unconfident and attention. Second, the students are no more afraid of mistake when they 
speak English in front of the class. Finally, it makes the students more active in speaking 
and makes their learning meaningful. 
 
 
  
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.      No.  11 
 
REFFERENCES 
Arikunto, S. (2002). Prosedure Penelitian: suatu pendekatan praktis, Edisi Revisi V. 
Jakarta: Bina RupaAksara. 
Arikunto, S. (2006). Dasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan. Jakata:PT. Bumi Aksara. 
Ary, D., Jacobs, Lucy, C. and Sorensen, C. (2010). Introduction to Research in Education, 
(eight ed.). USA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
Best, John, W. and Kahn, James, V. (2006). Research in Education, (tenth ed.). USA: 
Pearseo Education Inc. 
Cohen, L., Manion, L. and Morrison, K. (2005). Research Method in Education, (fifth ed.) 
New York: Taylor and Francis e-Library. 
Depdiknas. 2006. ”Permendiknas Nomor 22 Tahun 2006 tentang Standar Isi untuk Satuan 
Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah”. Jakarta. 
Richards, Jack. C. (2006). Communicative Language Teaching Today, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
Wachidah, S. Et al. (2016). Buku Guru Bahasa Inggris, When English Rings the Bell. Edisi 
Revisi Jakarta: Pusat Kurikulum dan Perbukuan, Balitbang, Kemdikbud. 
 
 
